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I*11 never forget April 21, 19LL, nor will I ever forget the
things that hﬁpp.md to me in tﬁ. four months following. My ctory is not
an original or mew ons, I'm writing it for the benefit of my fnﬁ}ly and
friends who might be interested in just what did happem to me ‘tho day X
was shot down out of the Mnim skiess, end what fell to my lot in the
prison camp in whioh I was held. :

April 21, 194L, was mo different from any other day in the year
when I awcke that morning. It was Just ancther £lying day in which I was
to ohalk up my 2lst mission over snemy-held Burops. At e time T was
attached to a heavy bembardment group of B=2li'a, whose base was somewhere .
in that part of Italy looated oﬁ the Adriatic oocast, south of the ﬁll-’

" known spﬁr.

‘One of the operatioms olerks rol:o us up for the mission at five
in the morning, I took a quick bath in my G, I, helmet, dressed, and was
ready for my run on the mess hall to get that always waiting breakfust of

powdered eggs andawful tasting coffes. I rushed through breskfast and

hurried over to the parachute room in the Squadron with the oﬂm'-'-‘_ub\ort |
of my erew to pick up our individual parashutes. Little did I sabisn 1

| Prom the parschute room we procesded to the Group Brisfing Room
whers we joined the other erews that would be flying th. miesion that day.
Briefing started at six o'elook on the dots The Inhlliﬁm offin.r had
his turn, followsd by the Operations Officer, cmmmum[efmir and

~

Weather Officer. The weather foreosst for the day looked none %00 good,
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and turned out to be poor. After the regular briefing my Bombardier, Lt,
Viotor Boffa, and I stayed for the lpﬁﬂi;l Favigator's and Bombardier’s brisf-
inge From there we were taken by trucks to cur varicus squadron locations on
the flight line where we wers dropped off at our own airoraft, "Vie™ and
I were dropped off at the hardpﬁnd of the "RAMP -~ ROOBTER™, a vetieran of
more than thirty missions flown over Germany, Austris, Bungary, Runnh,
Italy, Yugoslavia and Bulgarie. fho "MP = ROOSTER™ had been attacked by
 fighters on several ocoasions, md'h!t by German-manned flak guns on many
comim. One day it orashed.on the runway returnimg from a mission, shot
.tull of holes and with two ﬂtt tirea. Three meinbers of the orew received:
the Purple Heart that day. Fine was for superfluous face woukds == had my
" head been two inches to the right T would have had a piese of shell go
through my facs and wouldn't heve baen here o tell my atory." Fortunately,
no one was sericusly injureds Pl R .

Faku=oBP inn wan pricdetavained 45 st we weuld His fhu-nﬁuhanat
marshalling yards at 1230 hmu. This was not my first n!nien mr this
oity; I had been there less thm two weeks bafnnh I knew that tht lhd

fighters were to be met in no. -mr rumbers. Take-off was mcuuﬂﬂu
usuale I say as usual beosuse nur pﬂut,'llariu&tor Joan,A ;nn.s" ‘Bu bntin
7'.-‘&10 woéld. lny plane wmlé hlru éﬂ.‘ with him at the oﬁnfrols; !grm car
| no*-pﬂot Vilas Yttri; a lomgl.m from Wisoonsin, to bu mﬂna st. Ne l'
uumbhd with our squadron mr tho flield, and in turn unmblod ﬂth tho )
oﬁur squadrons %o form the graap tormtion which in tarn was pu't cf ﬁa
hr;c w.tng formation ﬂying ﬁu niniom Az 1 remember it nw, m grmap
was Nos 2 in the wing formt&on, a ;ood puition it I ny ny sm “Gur phnc
Vna the lead plane in our one aqmdm and we were in t.ha 10- ﬂight in eur

‘groups All in all, our indivmual plane was in a very mrortsbh phm,
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sc I thoaght.
After all groups assembled, we headed on eourse for Buehlﬂlt and
: oxothunt. Az we orossed the. uu'cn-n Ihlm mutm oould see the color=
ful eails of ﬂu small Ihlhn ﬂ-hin; boats as they pl.y-d crmnd in the
bdlue Adriatie 'l.'hl‘t. It nndc me wry angry ﬂua ) 4 r-nuhm ﬂmt in one of
’ﬁmn innosent lookiu; hah m e Glmn pnld ‘Ttalian ghing dur puiﬁcu
and direction by udie %o sorlin. It was done on nnnl mlm.
As we approachdd the Wngoslavian ccast, we oould ses the high
ranges and mountains of that omtry clearly cutlined on ®e hui-isén..'ti :
‘was & beautiful :151*, snd one oould hardly believe that snid all uwe buuty
' tharc wers ﬂtmma lurking 'ith tntl-airﬂnﬂ batbor:loa ﬂu!y h a!mvt nl
dm as socn as we came within mgl of their deadly m hmrin.
Just before reaching the goast of Yugoslavia, it was the oustom of
ths orews 1n mry plane to tub-ﬂru their guns and make nmin the gmu
;and turrets wers all in zood wrking order, ’bcoa’nla any n«unt nﬂm— th-
ocastline is reached you mld etpoot to be shallenged by the anm
"Woody®, our hil ganner, test-fired ﬂut, followed by the two waist gunners,.

* the 'bdl tarret gunner, the engimr who opcrtt‘d the top 'hzmt. lﬂd. finally,
the nose turret, oportbé by ‘&0 Mh operator. This Wrnt 'I'n Jatt in
!‘ront of w navigation conpcr’bunt in the nose of the ship, lnd, at you will
gee, was to be my nlutiou &ut ﬂq.

We had gained snm@ ltitndt by the time we ruohcﬂ ﬂu mat to
clear the mountains ‘lv nvurll t.hounnd tut. lad wore n’elll dl!abia; te
obhin our correot bombing ﬁﬂtudc. The further inland we mt ﬁo wm
th. mthw nhud locked. ﬁnt!ly we hit the oloudu and’ t‘hn'nu ‘Our fotn-

" tion had to apresd in crder ﬁe pum-nu the oloud !‘emutim with . ur‘hin
'.'dcw of flying safety. If n ﬂu tao olbse a I‘orution, oline through

thoan oluudc was dangerous, for we were almost certain to sollide,
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About half an hour later, we came through the breken olouds to
find onrgrmpmdmoﬁcrhb-ﬁe onlymgrmpnupﬂwﬂ !nth |
Rumanian sky. Mﬁntmtonl b-mtommh beoause.I nnﬂu
 Luftwaffe and Rumanian Air ?oru woald not muff this opportunity to tangle
with this Iln!hd number of hnw bombers, whose anly dohmcnc the m—
-unt on their planes, | ‘ ‘
By hnlw o’n‘.lonk we had advanced on our sourse wll iuto Rumania,
and still hadn?t encountered tha snoemy., I was still sweating; I enuld sense
the fight that would ensuv. | . |
l;tlﬂ!mar- the flak ;W coming up as w began owr hoﬂs
run, The flak' was about moderate and falrly agsurate that day. Several
ehips wers hit I later found oute At 1229 hours the bombardier ous over
the interphone ﬂtﬁ "Bonbs hlty" : 'rhou two words always udo me feel
lot better, They meant our lud vtn lghtened and we uemld now piat up
s Iittlo apud s ' P

Just as we pulled aff“ﬂm target the insvitable h Out of

sky above us poured anm 'gh.'bou. !hc main body e!‘ thcir- gmv g

_ntmh& the first group, wh

#511 a fow picked on mr gnay.

',ﬁ“ mi!l'ﬂtu of 'n.f:ching ﬂm‘,o&q:_:‘;roup get it in the mck,: gjmu ol
i/-9‘1‘"«!:! lea attacked uss ;:_. e

_ ’loody gob iu the
-{wc st our flight. Before 'lt'

m shots at several nmopv-:ﬁ t made

hm, there wers plonw ﬂ! hrge

'ml‘ynns, and all gmmrc ﬂﬂ ftﬁng. In one of the nrly 'mn 'hh

“mnbar seven plane in cur ﬂig-z'ﬁms badly hit and went dm =i

':'ohutu wers seen to open, m_ believed all members ot‘

‘. u.h. shortly afterward nn:* laﬂ wing man went dowm ﬁth

out, leaving our left side W 1t wasn't but a mimute later Hat

several ¥E=-100%s made a !uad-m aﬁhok on us that rnlly opened us ups.
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I can well remember the time we were hit — 1930 exmotly. 1 m
making an entry in my mvignton Iog at the time, 20 mms. were dursting in
the nose of the ship, All of a mddta I found myself on the tloor and I was
terribly neuseated, A largs fire was burning furiwasly dn the £light desk
uctinn, pouring mehp ﬁ:rongt ﬂu :hlp. I was almost overcome by the fumes
when I found my n:{ to the ¢mrganoy door, I pullied the ﬂlmt hnndll ‘and
=e nothing happemd:"’iornng ay- legs around I kioked ugnn ﬁu dur and saoke
poured cut. As the air cleared inside the plane I could uc‘ ﬂu 1?3”"."“ on
the flight deck and it was hot es & furnace inside. | ‘

| Por the firat time I notised my legs were bleeding badly, the
blood wetting both legs of my flying suit, I helped the nose gt"a'n'nfr dut ér ‘
his turret and huld & chance to get a look at the damage done in the nose of
tti; plane, The turret was Jua_’c: barely hanging to the plane and all the glass
was mashed, The bHomb sight ‘ﬁad taken a direot hit and had ainnamm‘
‘mom wore at leagt tan goed ﬂud holes in the fuselsge’ ﬁthta ny ruch.
To this day I don't now how T uupea be ing killed. |

While tho nose gumr bandaged his wounded legs I m:d ho use -
one of the fire oxtlnguinheﬂ bu pbt out the fire, but w lmmpta were
- mtﬂ. The gas lines bhad bun hﬂ: and gasoline was pouring uut too mt
#obey.ttoutbyn.ftwﬂrslﬁinghhhm. T

We rode with the buming ‘ship for about ten ninam bofm I

T'-;&““"’ we would have to 3‘-9-"‘- Thres engines had been knosked ow m

wers Im!.ng altitude at the rato-'of about 1500 fest por minntu.
{;bnnhsv donn't fly well on one ougina. _' , ‘
I tried the in‘torphm syatu but 1t had been shot o p.*uus und
'I hed no way of gom:ing in unnuct with the rmm& mmbcﬂ of tho cnﬁ.
lhon ﬁ;o plane was dmm to 2900 fut I decided to "bail mxt" I km

,n guulf! never make it bmek to !h!'y. I told the gunnqr of my m@.n. :'
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tions and told him to follow me out, I was nearest the door and had to

jump first to give him passageway, I took a lock at him and Jmpﬁ ot

'_ over an open field that I had bt.'m weaiting fowrs .

_ That was my first, lnd I hupa nv last Jump, It's an ﬁrﬂll "ftclting
%o be thfm about by the anp ntrou and then te feel that qnhk drop dm.

'4:_ toon a5 I felt myself dropptng I pulled the ripoord -nd hro uobndn

,hhr the "chute opened, 'ﬂw oponing gave me quite a ;]M, hmnin;

; seversl of my teeth and cauud me- o biba off & good pla« of uy tengm,

-three or four times and ocame ‘za a scmahi.ng halt in the ni#ﬂle of A
‘Dlnube Valleys I had quite a !*ough t!m mtllng =y 'e&mts u : 4 m

:E.unl'ble to wilk on my shotn-up lagt. Finally I spilled it \:y Wlig'np_
j.w it, and made myself ocurerhhlu |

but I was the happiost man Sn thc werld. ¥ ap-nt appruimtﬂy mhty

nnomla 4n the air and then hi% th- ground, fast first, and uncd d

My firsteald kit had bnn shnt off my shoulder during m_ ﬂis‘ht.

and there T was, bleeding un heu, and no nr-wa mtarit.t miuhn.

:_;I rippcﬂ up my ‘chute and udo a tourniqmt cut of ite m I nb‘kitml

lm several flgures appear on ‘tmo huri:on. moy inurcaud in nw‘h-r uhﬂ}
there were nurly fifty men, mon und ohildren upprouhiu; m; m of

by them,

ﬂmt sy right knee had quito n ho’e in it,

After Iying in ﬁ&o middh of ﬂais ficld !'or about hnlf an hour I

a médaa 1 felt weak again booauu I didn*t know how I mlé ba _trﬂ\tﬂl _

!hou pecple were I. ahnbby lot, I can assure you; atriokl? fm

E:thc puunt ohn. ﬂun mm ( fo-w men in uniform, ahoumcring ’harld Vur

3

"JI ty'po rifles. L‘b first sight I thaught I was among a guerrﬂia bnaé of

lumm!.anl lmd I omld just visnalin lwself dack in allied hndn 1n . ahor’t

\r""

,I&tilu.

3
]

P
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The pun.nta were druud in the typo of gypsy costumes that one
sees worn by the 'hand of gypcict whioh roam o\ﬂ: hnd. The men 'oi'o high fur
hats, had a sort of a tunic i'or a ahirt and their “pants wore similar to rid-
ing breeches laced tight nreun&ﬂu leg from the knee dewn. Theiz shoes were
sandals with curling toes m’di i.aflnnhn.l hides. The few mcn ‘t'hn'tf made an
upponrnuoo \mn dressed in ﬂu most colorful drosses I hm cwr seen. They

had & shawl rer & head omr, ﬁuir skirts billowed to tho grame, nnd blouses,

Those that had ghoes had the nno as the men, nlthm@ am:‘tl mc’ bm-
footed, Every top plecs of olothing thess psopls wore was at 'y diﬁ'annt
Bui'o_r; e | ' e
The few soldiers uMG to t» in charge. They smmdmcﬁ:w
oughly to bs eertain I hed nonnponl even though upon their m;rumhxw '
indicated I hadn't, and then made a 1itter for me out of ly'putdwhc They
nda nc attempt to abuse me, lma ihair every move was one or kimihiau
- A very smusing incidaht ‘happened while they were uking 'Eho littor
on whieh to onn-y me, s“uml of the youngsters spothed my m-rmay n&ion
kit mﬂ 1boked uishty hungry far the pisos of candy ﬂuy k:mwus 1!: I'hs 1

'upomd t‘hc kit snd gave o oouph o!‘ the kids some of the mnéy mey nrc

riaust nbuut to eat it when omb 'ﬂu older men stopped ﬂul. i

told them o let ms eat & pn ﬁé.t, just to be sure Ium _

:poilon thems I did as he asked md everyone was happn Mﬁ-m hose
'peopla treated me like a king. " -
| ' After much pnlnvar, ﬁmy finally gtarted to ear’ry ne off o
litter, 1 was pr-tty wnlr. then, u:d the pain in my hgs was gatti:ng:q
‘The Juggling of the littar uuud more pain and I passed mrh anonl_

during that ride.:
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While they were ocarrying me to a small village, we camp upon the
_body of my nose gunner. It seems his 'chute did not oe-puégly open and he
had plusmeted to the sarth from 2000 fest above. Nisz bedy wn‘ a,ﬁ;lt, and
I do mean a mess, The mmﬁl ﬁulnd him up and plaoced both of 'ﬁi in lll-
ox eart that met us hers, and we oontimed to the village, which I could now
see in the dhﬁn«. _

’ Upon arriving there I was given a hearty welcome snd taken to &
combination police station and hospital, Here I met my sngineer, Bud Segean,
who was badly burned, but alive, He told me that our pilot had been killﬂl
when the plane orashed, but didn't know what had ha.ppene& to the Sﬂwrﬁ-

He had already been given first aid by the peasants and I was ﬁora only l. £
short while before three of the ‘pr_att:leat peasant: girls !7 ever saw uic in
with a first-aid kit and hogﬁh i-,a do & good Job of bendaging ny legs with
- slean bandeges. 1 looked at i:he bolc in the bask of my right knn une not-
Vioed that a fragment of 20 m. hnd entered and gone hul!m through. 1t
n'ca.yod in ry leg and was remom :bwt four months later in an Ar aﬂom
:'hospi‘aal in Italy where I was nmt after being repartiated, L

I had been in th- tam only about an hour when 2 group of six

;-Geman uldiers oame and trioé *.o tako charges '!hcyw-ﬂ gahkly ‘pmuh-d

ui‘r by the Rumanians hmwm It wal now certain that I ul a P. 0. ‘l.

7-?md was not with a band of Mﬂrimn psoples I later fanad m_ ﬁu.t :

the soldats {soldiers) who wn ‘bhm to pick me up within anch a tlwrt

tim aﬂer I po.ruohuhd dmm nn momharc of the Ru—ahu hm gul a:

Until now I didntt immr whsre I stood with these p.opln noe'boiag
nbh to understand s word of- ﬁmir lnmgus.ge. However, ena of ﬁw ;

'_ aputa French, and with my ummm mowledge of Freneh lumﬂl ﬂmtsy

!..fcng;i-nq-r and I wers to be sent -to, Giurgiu, a town on ﬂu hanubo f‘or houpsm
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.'atuﬂ‘ad pige I was sick from the 10“ of blood and werything, téut"l ;a
$ little of all they brought to shom them I sppreehtod their kindnni.

Fage_ 9.

treatment. { |

Those first 'bwonty-fét:r hours in Rumania were hell, and thoﬁ is
muoch I cannot remember about them. Ifve sven forgotten the name of the
1ittle town where I spent my first night, but I believe it was oalled ﬁndmi.
I do lrtmcmber ths kindness shown to Bud snd me by those simpls peascnts who
had no reason to show uQ any favors at all, During our stay the whole tm

was allowed to come in and see us and stay a few minuﬁu_‘. : quryﬁn_e who om

'-"'i"n brought us food, cigaret-tésg besr, eto, and by night I was as. fat oy &

The three young g‘lr‘la who hnd ‘bandaged my kgs olrlier 1n the dty

‘nm in regular punnt ooctumu, but after the tanspoopla loﬂ'-, thoy
returned dressed just like American girls, Their ages ranzed from 17 t—.o' 19,

‘They atayed with us all night and 81d & darned good Job of _n%nihg; Thars

:,ns & peasant guard there at all times to be sure we did not csonpe. : M

_ins 8 laugh on them as neither of us could wmlk ten feet,

Tha village where we skaysd was a small one of only two or thr«n

_E-undm people, & rursl vi.lhga, loca“ed far out in the oountry and .mmotc.‘

fror all good roads and milroade;

At four the next morﬁlnir, we were garried cut of the -iﬁégl}én snd
placed in an ox cart filled wit.h ht.y and started on cur way to the railroad
station in & nearby town whers we were to emtrain to Oiurgin. One pansant
drove the littls eart, a two-wheeled affair, aml we had one ﬂtmmian guurd.

Before we left I ripptd off a pileoe of my parachube w’nieh tluy

_were sending slong with me and gave the silk to one of the young girll '«ho

had tended us that night. 8She was so happy that she wanted to go with me

to the hospital and take care of me until we were well, Of course she was
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not allowsd to go. &he wasn't the only persen who was sorry; I fogu have '.
liked to have had her slong too. |

Every where slong thQ journey people would came cut in little
groups and stand about the e;ft jﬁbbsring in their native tcagtn.:,. As u
neared thq larger towns the .att'imdo of the people we net changed oonglder-
ably from that of the friendly peasants we had been with jJust ashort time
ag0. ‘

The little cart bounced all over the countryside s we wemt -
through ploughed fields, small brooks, muddy roads, and everyax.m)g dtae.
Kbout eight o'olook we arrived at the town of Dracones%i where we wers to
get the train to Glurgiv, which was not duo until nine»‘.:hifty, 80 unﬂl it
did arrive we wers on display in the station. I was uneasy beosuse “ had
only one guard and several o{‘r"l..';h‘e &rmvd were vsry antag:mi’utio. e nn
spit at more than onoe, and nlthough no one hit me their attitude. m
definitely hostile. Ome man. guw us soms oigarettes, but no -mm-r had ho
"done 6 than uncri%ior Rumanien Jumped on Him for giving them o us, o
| I was very much relievod when the train came, but oh broﬁzn-, ; :
what & train that wast It romindod me of the Toonerville ‘h‘olloy in au E
oomios 'baok home. Several of tha more graecious civiliane holped me on bm:‘d
and Bud limpod on as best he: uoultl with his burned 105:. Io hgd a -mx eul-
partrent for the thraes of nc. Mdnntitv they warse to.kiug ro ahnnon of our

gatting too oclose to too many oiviliann at one time,

After en hours ride we arrived in Giurgi\s,\n town abmt ﬂu nia of
Orlando, eand were transferred from the train to-a horas-drawn tax!.‘ M‘bﬂ' '
mich palaver the offlcer guard wa had transferred us to the nnltlry mté‘mf-
itles in Giurgiu. They took us to the loeal polioe station therv nf‘hr miuh
we were taken to a small Arny hcndquurhn ilding and left for :mnl
hours. It was past moon by that time and 1 had not n‘bﬁl t ﬁiiug llneo

the day before and I was tu-ribly hungry, Finally a Rmanian ‘bue‘k_:px-luh
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brought me half a loaf of sour, dark bread that turned my stomach, but which
I ate nevertheless to the hn.t orumb, lucky for me I did for that was to be
By oﬁly meal of the day, | | _ |

Late in the aftarneoﬁ a police wagon of sorts punad'up slongktde
the building Aand Bud and thr« othqr flyers whom I met for the ﬁnt tire,
lnd I were loaded on it and taken to the hospital., I didn't know it et the
tire, but I was to spend five weeks thsre, |

As soon as we arrived thers the five of us were taken '_té“s. iaik;
. reom or shower room in the basement and given the opportunity for a well
needed bath, Bince I was uza_a‘blo to stand on my legs, three yaul'a_gl Sunior -
. purses took it upon t‘nemsho.iéq give me a bath, Without the slightehf |
‘hesitation: they picked me up, .p}.-nud ms on a table and proceeded to strip
off my olothes and put me im @ tub so quickly I didn't have a ohance to say
*no®, I shall always ramem‘bﬁrl that bath, !hoae.girla scrubbed me from hnd
to foot, not missing a thing in the prosess. When they finished giving ne
the best bath I ever had they picked me up out of the tud and began to dry
me, not letting me do any of it, snd sgain not missing a thingl ‘

From the shower roem I was oarried to the riratﬁoor where I was
placed in a room with the four other boys that were with me, “!!hen we ontered
ther roam we found five other mﬁcriaqn flyers who had been brought there for
‘traatmant several weeks bafore. | | |

We had been in the hospital only a short time when the Head o!'
the hospital same to ses us. He was & stout fellow end very kind, He sould
speak broken !ﬁgliah, 80 we wars abls to talk to him about our wounds. My
condition evidently was the most uriuu: beoause he had me sent to the opere .
ating room to ba treated imndiaﬁely. ' |

In the operating Foom he A%a nothing more than re-bandage my 1§5r

after he had examined them olosely. He made no attempt to operats as I was
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too weak, so hs said, Evidently I hed lost more blood that I had thought,
Ho said my left leg would be 0.F., but my right knee looked pretty bad and
he would make no prediction as to what might happen.

I was returned to my room, and the others wers treated in turn,
Our wounds ranged frow wounds in the head to the tips of the toss, The
fellows who wers there before us gave us the set-up of conditions there,
and it didn't look too bad oonsidéring the fuﬁt that we were miles inside
snemy territory. |

We had arrived thcre hto in the afterncon and at dark the guards
came around putting govers over the windm- The Bnglish or R. L P, had
made several trips to that seotion already; there were severe blackout

regulations in that town. | }

The room in which we 'isfo confined had threse win&mund me doors
1t was not over=crowded with beds and the over-all ataosphan ﬁl -‘!'.athu'-
cheerful, There were thres Mumarian guards on duty at all times and they
kept a fairly oloss check on us. Ilhan one of the beoys untcd to go o ﬁm

~ latrine a guard had to go withhin to be ocertain that he did not noapo.
| It was & noaotunouajlifa there, We had only a fer' Bngliah booim
to read, and most of us were beériddn for at least a week, It was two
wesks before I oould get around & bit on my left leg, which hed not besn
as badly injured as my righs. ' | | 7.

OQur meals in the hcepital for most of our stay thers and tor w

ltn.y in the prison oamp were as rollm: |
Breskfust = one oup of tea and two or thres slices of sour brctd.
Dinner - one bowl of some type of soup and a few elioces of sour brcul.
Supper = seme kind of soup as we had had for dinner and some more sour
bread. _

On oocoasions we had a spoonful _of scmething which tasted like cr-m of Wheat,

whioh' they called grits. ' | |
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We had practically no medical attention. The dootor told me that
most of the anmesthetics and sulpha druge were used on the front lines, We
ior;*givhn ol nen bandagse owr;;.hfo or three days and quite often our wounds
were washsd out with peroxido"t'o help prevent infections, lj'_ loge did not
sesr to improve, One wound was infected for over three months, Many mornings
'Y oould get a large n.mounf of pus out of the wounds by just aqnntfing' them
vary ligitly. T don'+t mind ho':ll_inig you I was scared and just ig{t!ng for
a serious infection to zet in-.r ﬁer, I kept them as clean as possitble
end eventually they healed Upe

I stayed at this héo'pltnl for fivs wesks, Bvery dsy was the sane.
We ate, slept, joked with the guards (most of us oould now speak a Hfﬂl;
Rumanian), sweated out our wounds, and did a bit of reading. I had to Ysarn
to walk mgain and that helped pass away some of the time.
| The people on the hospltal staff were very kind to us, and brought
us oigarettes, sandy, and other 1ittle bits of foode Bven our ggarﬂs gave
us food, cto.; when they rot packages from hems, Thors were several nurses
alds thers whose way of "entertaining®™ ue was to tease us by dmiiug us
one of their breasts, knowing 'that_ we wers unable to chase thon'._ One girl
in partioular used to do this aot every day, and was mulj-uusht several
times by our fastest man nmd “!ugs‘ Ralaton, who, by this tiu was really
getting exoited by her utionh .

Finally all this good ;i!lpk oans to an end and we nrsnil trans-
ferred to tha military hospital in Bueharest. HNone of us cared to ilu'tp‘i_
@iurgiu because we had heard sbout the air raids in Bucharest, butr'in Iﬂ‘t
for the ™ig CLty" anyway, i

Wo ware transported 1n an old truck that oru\kcd and grmcd with
every turn of the wheels. Berorn we boardad the truek at Glurgiu we were

told by the Rumenian offiesr in charge that should we attempt tc escaps, we
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'oulé be shot. .
It was an enggyable ﬂ& to Bucharest, The day was sunmy and q:ih.. _
warm, It was the first time I hﬁ‘dcaboen able to be‘ cut in the sun. for‘ioro
than & hour for five weeks and I was 1ook1ng rather "pasty” by ﬂut time,
It took us all murning to get to the ocapital oity of Rullanh. #e
‘arrived exaotly at noon, We wers immedistely taken to the militu-y hospf;:.tal
“and agmitted after we were given a bath, We were then taken to a ward and
found there twenty other officers and enligtad men of the Air Corp who were
u.lno injured. ¥e elso had i'eirenl' Russian P, f). W.'s there for tréaﬁént@-
o This hospital was the rornt place I have ever had to' aw in. :
: Bc'aid'ss being overorowded, m wore foroed to use the same latrins as did
the inmates of the Rumanian V, D. ward just & door away, It had no windows
and ne }ight and smelled to high heaven. I-t's a wonder none of us contracted
some dissase from that place, |

Here we got only one :bﬁt:h every two or three weeks if we were

lueky. The food was terrible. Usnally it was some kind of soup, but we did
get stews, macaroni, chsesse, 6%., on some days. The worse meal of the day
m breakfast sbich was usually given us around ten ofolock in the morning.
‘It oonsisted of half & oup of tea or coffae and one slice of b‘road. with
sometimes a bit of Jelly or jam, One dn;{r when I went teo get some mﬁp out

. of the bucket, I sew a whole hmb"g head with it's brains hanging out and
mixed a1l through the soupe The next two days 1t was fish heads.

Medical care here .’.‘, practiolly nil. Amputations got elean band-
ages every two or theee dl.ys, hut I have gone a week on tht ma onu- That
place really smelled as soon as the bandeges had absorbed all the pua th‘y
oonld hold erd it thrtod uepin_g ﬁ:mgh. Then the flies g;thg;a_i.

The smputations parfcrh;td in that hospital could -_hﬂn_"'ba;ﬁ: done

better by an inexperisnoced butoher, and the broken limbs would have been done'
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better had & tree surgson besen handy. Only cne nurse was available from nine
in the morming until four in thes afternoon. The rest of the time we all took
ocare of each other, Wany thankssiould go to the Russian boja who were there
w:lth‘us. They helped tend our s-iek a8 if they were their m; emptied bed
pans, and averything else possible, l

To top it all off, the hospital was looated within a short distance
of the Bucharest marshalling yarﬂs and we sweated ocut many a" bb'ab‘ing by our
own attacking planas who were 1gnorani: of our existanae in the target area.

I oould give you the story of each flysr in the hespital and what
happened to him thers, dbut they would fillna volume of habks, so I'm only
rehting my little part of the adventure, | 7

At first we were told that we would be allowed to write a letter
once a month and one ﬁost oard a week. Whils in ths Puoharest hupital 1
wrote exastly one oard home, ?oﬁ that gives you an idsa of how a Rmnha '
kebps a promise, Their excuse {or not giving us a card & weak wa.a‘- that they
did not have any left == & damned lie as I later found out and also suspected

_at the time, ‘I was back in the States six months and my Wother was still
-lﬁceiving thae letters I had wriﬁ;e'n from the oamp, sosyou can see the s’i:‘e?d
(1) with which the letters must im'va been censored and mailed to the Tnited
States. During my stay there I never recelved a letter from home.

After a heotio thr_ao_r' wéo!u in this hospital I asked to ho trans-
'fom& to the prison eamp bquré.I went "nuts", and st n;ae' there were more
boys coming in svery day my réqu;_lt was granted and I left ‘the -."bnt_chtr
shop®. i N

Prom thers I was t_ri;ﬁaferﬂd to a garrison in the 1!!6“_&"517'1.}-.,.7.
seotion of the town. One g,uard escorted me across the city. I haﬂ to\alk

even though my legs wers not b@npflgtoly healed and 1t took us u}inrh'méon
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to traverse the two mile trip. The last leg of the ﬁ-ipn rode in s street-
car beesuse I refused to walk any more. The guard had to pqy the fars out
of his own posket because my money had been taken from me previously.

We finally errived at the garrison that served es an interrogation
centare Here I was quarterﬂdr.’_tn & small roam with forty others also waiting
interrogmtion, I stayed in this hole for over s week swaiting my tﬂﬂt- In
thi- room there wers only half enmglat cots and mattresses for the mmber of
men and what mats we did have mre fliled with bedbuge and ‘lioe that now
qﬁ.rtud a minor invasion of our bodiss. - | - -‘
| 1 ar not going to aﬁy mlﬁh about the interrogation I received at
tris camp, I was interrogated by both the Germens and Rumaniane end neséher
impressed me as being too sharpe The Bumanlan interrogator, a Gapﬁin
Christie and inoidently & resident of Detrolt for twenty-five years, '
threatensd to hold up the rapor‘h of my ocapture from my Go'rarmunt unless I
filled out the entire intorragation form that he had handed me. did not
an 1t out and told him thore would be a settlping day for him when the
ﬂli’aa dame, He guiokly ohangad hiﬂ tune and told ms that he had jmt been
kidding about not sending my nma back to the States as-a P. 0. Wi

I was kept there i‘or ae'mral wooks ai’ter the interrogation uum
more room was avallable at the main prison camps While at the gmia__q:,-_
wo had 'éavsral strikes in regards to the food situation, ete., and sﬁ&&iﬁcﬂ
-in getting some better iiving_ oonéitiom. We were Low up 'to the 7liv1ng |
lttndafda of a pigs 7 -

On July Lth I was transferred to the main prison camp in Bucharsst.,
Thers ‘ware only a fow enlisted men there, The rast had been aant‘ to'.__onmp
‘on ths other side of the oi'h‘y.' The few that nro there in the officers :

eamp did the sooking, this by the way, was voluntary work.
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The duilding in whish we were oonfined was orizinally an oléd ssheel
house from which the Bumanians had removed all the furfiishings and turned the
ulu-crom into sleeping quarters, Thers were apmroximately twenty of us in
one of these rooms, but still we weren't too orowded, They ooulé possibly
have sgueezed one more cot in each roem,. ' _ o

Bed hugs were plentiful in the straw matiresses we had4 on the oots,
and they took keen delight in annoying us all ni‘sht every night, During the
day ho&y lioe went to work on us and sucoseded in meking themselves more
ahnoying than the bed bugs had been., We made futile attempts to exteminate
these buge and after each purge were usually relieved for a few days.

We were allowed two showers a week in the shower room located in
the osllar, We also had hot water, provided you get there early which I
invur!.ably did, 7

At thls camp I had the best food I hed receivsd sines I ﬁné oome
to Rumenia. We gradually got away from having soup twice a day, and now and
then we even got such deliocacies as oaki, candy, ete, The food situation
became even better az the day of our liberation approached. Our mess hall
was located in the eellar. It had formerly been the ocafeteria for the school
students, One thing I ean uﬁr,'I never had_. snough to eat-«I was always
hungry. Even so, during the time I m in the camp I lost exactly seventeen
MM:. That wasn't too bad, |

We wore sllowed to be outside in a mmall ocourt yard twice n day for
periods of one hour at a time. Sometimes only fifty or sixty men were allowed
out at one time. Thers was a small oourt where the fellows oould play basket-
ball and we scheduled games every day. . Every room in the building had it's
own team. All the mmericen boys got quite  kick out of the RAF flyers. They
Joined in the basketball games, but wers swfully swkward in handling the ball,
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We couldn't help laughing at them, but they wers good sports about the whole
thing, |
"We even had a small library composed of hooks that had besn oon=
tributed by various people in mermfc-t. There were so many Pellows in the
camp waiting to read those few that it was a Jjong time betwwen books. I
read only thres books in the two months T waz in Lagarul de Prisoneri No. 13.
Thers were many guards at the camp, é;a it was quite diffioult to
make an 6&BY @soape, ulthough many of the boys did manags tc ssoape for a
st.ort whils, All windows in the two story enclosure had barbed wire on the
ocutside, Theres was a strong network of wire around the exterior of the
grounds, that was reinforoed ir some sectious with two rows of barbed wire,
There were puards inside as well as outside the buildinge The gvards on
the outside had stations built up on platrm affording them an unobstruoted
view of most of the ruoa'pe routes. Most of these guards wers of th§ pessant
olags, and oonpriaté the home guards. They were usually elderly mem, not too
sharp as to what wes going on most of the time. Some of the boys esocaped
under thelr very noses only bo be caught days later wandering around the
Danmube Valley. |
- The Rumanien Lisutenant«Colonel in sharge of the eup was & "stinker®
_and oaused us no end of trm!‘ahr. He was a huge fat man, as wide as he was
high, He was always beating the Russian laborsrs there in the camp, as well
as his own men of lower grades Our boys all called him the "Pig" because
every time he opened his mom‘::h.' he sounded like a pig sguealings When ocur boys
were recaptured after ssoaping fm the camp he imposed oh :‘@e tollfeiry _
sonfinement for ten days on béué and water, I believe one fellow was sont
to & congentration cemp near Galatiai Soﬁi“ﬂ of cur enlisted man in the
other camp were b#aten and also kiocked in places not e be mentioned in this

soript. This L.C. 41d not always do the beabings, he had a couple of heneh-
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men to do that for him., On the whole, howsver, most of the boys did not
experience any tortures or beatings. ‘

The worss faotor about the whole camp was the faot that it was
lomted in Bucharest, a bombimng target of our own comrades. Aoc&din; te
the Geneva Convention, we were not supposed to be interned in areas oloss
to military objectives. When we approached the Ramanian officers on this
subjeet, we were told bluntly that they did not go by the Geneva Convention.
Seems as though they had been a puppet state under Germany toe long already
end were getting too much like Germany,

We hed many marrow escapes ‘from cur cwn bombers due to our prox-
imity to the targets, and Y swested cut msuy reids in that eamp. We were
not allowed to go to any adaposte (eir raid shelters) during those bombings,
We just had to stay in that two story building and pray,

On the whole, life in this prison camp wasn't too bad, but Just
the seme it wasn't like baing hame and I didn't enjoy my stay there one bit,
Y could go on and on relating storiss about what happened to me and my
fellow prisoners in that camp, but thay would be repetitious in some instances,
and others not £it to -be printad. '

On August 23, 19LL, at approximetely 2300 hours, we heard a great-
commotion outside the prison gatess Shortly afterwards 1t was andounced
that Rumania had severed relatiens with the Germans and wers now fighting on
iha side of the Allies. We were freel I was so surprised I could not believe
it. 1In fact it took me & few huurs to got ueed to the idem.

As you've probably gim-ngd, there wag a cateh %o our freedom. There
wers German troops ﬂzrouu-heut -'anh, and with all the Mhn‘ troops on
t}p front lines axd not tlun tp proteot us, just where did we standt Ths
,Gomnml in Bucharest didn't loac any time starting ‘hrmbln, and flghting
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broke out as soon as they heard of their standing with the Rumsnians. All
the American boys in the camp started sweating agein for we d3d not lmow if
the German foree there was strong enough to oapture us and teke us to Germany,
For three days we stayed low, avoiding as much trouble as possible, ;lthough
some of the boys did have short eng;ggmsntn with the Germans. We all had to
duok when the darnnnt bombed the oity contimususly for the ﬁhrua dayss The
Germans in Buoﬁnr‘nt were completsly disorganiged, and at ﬁh; end of four
‘dnyl the Rumanians had the gituation well in hand in the eity.

You've all heard s2bout the operatiocmal reunion, ,m- the last day
of August,. bombers of the 15th Alr Force flew in to.plick us up and return us
to Allisd control in Italy. I flew in the first bomber, 1 thought I was
happy when I sew the blus Adriatic once again, but it was notﬁing ocompared
to the happiness I fslt when we landed in Ttaly. I never thought that place
-K: look good to me but it eartainly did that day.

After we landed, I was taken to an Amerioan hospital whers a
sizeable plece of 20 mm. was fqmdv'd fran my right knee, and I btili oarry
three pisces in my left leg, These %o not bother me very mumeh dxoept:pn

reiny days. | |
' '7: After I was raleaaéd from the hospital, we boarded ihipﬁand on
Ootober 22, 10LL, I found myself once again back in the good old ﬁ;,sa.A;

I've already told you my pilct and radic operstor were killed on
that lagt flights The remsining eight of us were C.K. exespt for our slight
wounds and considered ouwrselves very lucky indeed to  out of that yhole
mess. | -

I hope this short narrative cf mine has cleared up iqﬁn of the
questions in your minds as to what happened to our orew and the "RASP~ROOSTER".

It's all fact, and oan be authenticated by a scors of persons if need be,

—/‘







