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AFEES PLAQUE FOR AIR FORCE ACADEMY

The copy has been approved and auth-
orization has been granted for manu-
facturing of the AFEES plaque that wil
be mounted on the USAF Academy Cemetar
Memorial Wall. The actual mounting of
the plaque will probably take place
within the next two months but the
dedication will be delayed until
later in the year or until 1988.

Thanks to David O'Boyle and a hand-
full of Colorado members this project
was carried out without a hitch. We
can all be proud that AFEES is repre-
sented at the Air Force Academy.



LETTERS

24 Novemben, 71986

.utph K. Patton

dia Foaces Eacape & Evasion Sociely
F’D Valleyview Rd,,

Pittsbuagh, PA 15243
dean fla, Paiion:
#ou muy not nememben me, bui three yeans ago I
coanesponded with you while taying to delermine
whelhear a Califoania man, Bek Hannah, (4 a memben
of you gaoup., (He do.)

I am waiting again Becaudse I am undeataking inii-
(ul pluns to waile eithen a Look o0n maguzine
waticles alout Hannah and I may need youn help.
Hannah's B-17 was shot down and he stayed in
flolland 1o help the undenground aoute Allied sen-
vicemen 1o faeedom nathen than himself nefuan.

! eveniually would €ike 10 have Lhe chunce 1o din-
teavies some membens of youn oaganization und
would €ike Lo know the wheaeabouts of auny AFEES
membens who €ive in Caélifoandia,
nt¢l oun next coanespondence, Lhak you foa youa
{ime on this mallea,

Condeally

Geonge R, Howen (s)

360 Los Alumos Rd., #202
Sunta Rosa, CA 95405
Home phone: 707 538 0525: woank: 707 546 2020

fd. notei I neplied 2o Ma Howen Lthul we connsid-
caed the numes of oua California membens Lo be
confidential Lui that I would putl Lhe ¢n{onmaicon

in oua nexi newsletien,

L ST S

15 Decemtion, (Y80
To: Ralph K. Puiton
Paes, AFELS
Deua fla. President:
Thunk you veny much for youn letlen und foa the

cealificute of youn Sociely., 1 wus veay touched
und 40 glud 1o acceive this honoauay citulion of
nemembrunce from the Ain Foaces Escupe & Lpusion

Sociedy.
With Kind Reguadas,
Youns Sincenely
Cluine Ruscunl ()
1780 Baussels Belgium
Ed, note: The ceatificuie £ Heblpen Pin weac

sent ul the reguest of memben Louis AlLoll,

Jranslation of a leilier, waillen in French, dated

20 Octoben 1986,

fla President, Dear Faiend:

! am sending you a shont note fLollowing a fLelien
aeceived faom @ chiddhood fniend, fme Jeanneiife

Pennes-foamealy Mille ]. Gueguen, now €iving ail

5) Beud. Jean Juuaes 78400 Chatou,

This woman would Cike to obiuin, {f possibie,
the ceatificate of: The Ain Foaces Escape and
fuvusion Sociely in necognilion of senvices nen-
dened o two Amenican [liens during the second
Woaldd Wan,

In January 7943 Mme Pennes, not yet 17 yeuns of

wge, lived in 1lhe town of Puule: young and onphaned,
she shellened fon a peniod of time two Amenican ain-
men whose aiaplana crashed in the region, She
paccured civilian clothes foar Lthem Lthus helping

them do gel Back 2o Engtand,

In 71946 fMme Pennes had received a ceatificule of
necognition from the Amenican military autlhonities
foa huving dided iwe of Lthein mem. She hao mislaid
this dipéoma.

e hope you are all in good haalith and nemimben
wiilh fond neccollection oun beauiiful and mov-
ing cenemony al Keagaist Moelou,

Sincene faiendship from Loth of us,

fa) M el Mne LeGoff, Allent
Boung de Puule
22340 Maeé Canhaix

Faance

£d nota: A ceriificate & Helpen pin were senid
2o Mme Pennes and un enthusiastic new memben wes
focated

Novembern 25, 1980

Rubph K, Putton
AFEES
Jean Ma, Puiion:

Thank you foa youn néice €etien of Now. 15th in

which you discuss Mudame Gubaie? und wishing fo
paesent hean wilh a ceailificule and pin.

Genenul Yeugen ushked me 1o walle you und Lelf jyou
thatl (L hus deen since 1968 oa 1969 when we Fusdl

say hea und she wus 90 on s0 yauns o0ld ui the fime,
(Thul wus when the picluae (n 1he Coovh wus {uhen.)
e wne do0aay Bud we don'i hwpe hea wddaeass oa un
uddaess fon uny of hea fumcly, We awssume she hus

asihce pussed away.

We ane s0ary we une unable to help you outl und
sune wish we could come up with un uddress of hen
fumily, ut leusi. We Lolh wish you fuck und
thank pou wugain for waitling.

Sincenely,
Glennis Yeugen (4)
d. note: Afiea neuding YEAGER I waole to {he

Genenul suggesting that AFEES would Cike to pac-
sent u Helpen Pin and ¢ cenfificate to Mae Gublncel

who helped him o evude cupilune in Faunce in 1944,
Plouha, 14 Nov., 7986

Dean Raéph:

On fMay 29, 71943 an Amenican Féying Foaiaess crashed

in the sea nean Saint Quay Poatrieux, The crew was
able to parachute and for the mosi paail they wene
neceived fy Lhe Frnench nesistance of Plourhan and
Saint Quay and the gaoup of oun friend Ruy LaBrosse.

Recently divens have necovened one of the props

and fwo of the motons, Lhese have been given to

the fluyon of Plounkan., With the concunnance of

the Fedenation and the focaf resistance he hus
decided to enect a monument in the community using
the prop and the neconditioned motons to pay hom-
muge to Zhe Amenican Aviatons and the FaenchResi s-
tance., In Zhe paesence, i{f possible, of you und the
¢iving avialtonrs and French, American And Canadiun
uuthonities,

The {nauguralion of this memoaial wi€f be hefd on
May 3142 1987 ail Plourhan (neaa Plouha)., Of counse
dear Rulph, we hope that one time aguin you will be
with forn Zhe inaugunatlion.

Yoes LePicaad

J—
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She Saved Yanks, but I's Left Stranded

By BrLL PauL .

When America needed Anne Brussel-
mans, she was there.

Now, in her hour of need, America has
turned its back on her.

Anne Brusselmans helped save more
than 200 U.S. and Allied fliers during
World War II. She helped run the “Comet
Escape Line,” an underground railroad
that spirited pilots downed in German-oc-
cupied Belgium back to England, via
France. For her service, the U.S. awarded
her the Medal of Freedom (“‘with silver
palm,”" a special distinction). Britain made
her a Member of the British Empire; Po-
land gave her its Medal of Resistence.

But merely listing her honors doesn’t do
justice to her courage. Although a mother
with two small children, Mrs. Brusselmans
didn’t hesitate when a local priest asked

her to hide Allied fliers from the Ger-

mans.
That was 1941. For the next four years,
she hid dozens of Americans, Britons and

Australians—including my future father-in--

law—in her small apartment in Brussels.
She fed them and bought them clothes.
(The secondhand clothes dealer, a German

sympathizer, was suspicious, but with .a -

suggestive wink, she cenvinced him she
was merely a loose woman outfitting her
amours.) 1

When it was time to “send them down
the line” to Paris, she arranged for other
Comet members to transport the fliers. It
was dangerous work, Time and again, the
Germans infiltrated her operation by
planting phony fliers. Of the several Comet
leaders, all were imprisoned or had to flee
but her. Many of the broader Comet mem-
bership, people who did the actual trans-
porting of fliers, disappeared. Perma-
nently.

She survived on her wits. One night, two
Gestapo agents bashed in her door, re-
volvers drawn, and headed for the bed-

room where she was hiding a pilot. She got

.in their way and warned them to keep out.

Her little boy, she explained, had ty-
phoid.
“I added this casually, as if it were a

‘secondary consideration, but in reality it

was my trump card, for if there is one
thing that Germans are afraid of, it is in-
fectious illness,” Mrs. Brusselmans wrote
in her diary, which
~was published after
-the war.

. Anne thinks her
urvival also had
P something to do with
he small, gold cruci-
ix she still wears

elinans, now 81 years
= old, win her final bat-
le. .
For the past six

N i and failed, to get the
: ! “U.S. government to
Anne Brusselmans gppni her permanent-
residence status so that she might live out
her days with her daughter in Florida.
That doesn't seem like much to ask for a
woman who is a “bona fide World War II

heroine,” according to an aide for New -

York Rep. Mario Biaggi, who has champi-
oned her cause.

But no, when Mrs. Brusselmans in 1980
applied for U.S. residency at the American
Embassy in Brussels, she was told that she
didn’t fit into one of the State Depart-
ment’s preferred-status categories, and
hence she might have to wait up to 10
years to become a resident alien.

Anne then went to the Canadian Em-
bassy, which immediately gave her perma-

nent residency out of gratitude for the Ca-.

nadian fliers she saved. But under Cana-
dian law, Anne can lose her Canadian resi-
dence if she doesn't live there at least six
months a year. And her daughter, Yvonne
Daley of the Clearwater drea, is effectively
tied down by the terms of her late hus-
band’s pension. So now Anne can be with
her for only six months at a time before re-
turning to her cold exile.

In 1985, Rep. Biaggl introduced a hill
that would allow Anne to become a perma-
nent U.S. resident, but it died in the House
Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on
Immigration.

Ironically, if Mrs. Brusselmans were
the wife or daughter of a resident alien—as
opposed to the mother of one—she would
fit into one of the State Department’s pre-
ferred categories. Moreover, if she were
an illegal alien who had lived continuously
in the U.S. since before Jan. 1, 1982, she'd
be subject to permanent-resident status un-
der the new immigration law.

Early in December, all the stress and
heartache of the past several years finally
caught up with Anne Brusselmans. She suf-
fered a heart attack that her doctor says

was in part brought on by her long battle. |
Her daughter has already put her Florida |

home up for sale to help pay her mother's
mounting medical bills.

During the war, Anne not only saved
fliers, she ran a spy network that fed intel-
ligence about German troop movements to
the Allies in England and helped Jews by
providing them with phony papers. When
the war ended and her last lot of boys was
about to go home, they saluted her with a
spirited rendition of “For She’s a Jolly
Good Fellow.”

Where is America now?

Mr. Paul is a reporter in the Journal's
New York bureau.

The author of the above article, Bill Paul, is the son-in-law of
AFEES member Ronald Pearce. Anne met Ronald in Atlanta at our meeting
for the first time since WWII. To make our 1986 meeting more pleasant
for Anne,Ronald was one of three of her airmen to meet her there.

Anne's daughter, Yvonne Daley, tells us that as of this time we

should expect her mother in San Antonio.
enough to know Madame Brusselmans this is indeed wonderful news.

is virtually

For those of us fortunate

It

impossible to do justice to Anne in a description of

her, she is one of those people who makes everyone a little better
person by being in her company.

The entire membership of the AFEES wishes a speedy recovery for
Anne and we lcok forward to meeting her again in San Antonio.

(10)



' A Western Style Adventure At

Rio Cibolo Ranch

The perfect setting for a day

RN, SV AN or evening to aliow your
S \F group or convention to enjoy
“a little bit of Texas"

THOMAS S. THOMAS III TO HEAD 15th AIR FORCE SECTION OF AFEES

Tom Thomas of the 464th Bomb Group of the 15th Air Force has agreed to head up
an as yet unnamed section of AFEES to work exclusively with men of the 15th
Air Force who evaded capture after having been shot down over oneof the Balkan
countries. Since its founding in 1964 AFEES has been oriented towards recog-
niging our Helpers in Western Europe. This was brought about because all of
our founding members had been shot down in Western Europe. In the last year
we have received inquiries from a number of men who were shot down over Yugo-
slavia, Romania, bulgaria etc. In view of this we have asked Tom Thomas to
organize a wing of AFEES that will be dedicated to recopgnizing the Helpers

of these Balkan countries. We hope that this group will invite a Helper or
two, or three, to our San Antonio reunion. Any help that our friends of the
15th Air Force can give to Tom will be greatly appreciated. Helper pins and
citations of Remembrance are available for all Helpers.

Questions or HELP on this project should be addressed to:

Thomas S. Thomas IIT
442 Speedwell Ave.
Morris Plains, MJ N7950

(9)



AFEES MEMBERS MEET 'IN HOLLYWOOD FL. g

Left to Right, back row: Louis Abbott, James Heddleson, Ruben Fier,
Francis Heekin, John McKee, Merle Rainey, Clayton David, Claude Murray,
Paul Kenney, Art Horning, Bob Seaman: Seated, Bette Abbott, Scotty David,
Ralph Patton, Dorothy Kenney, Janet Horning.

The above group of AFEES members attended the 12th Annual Reunion of the

8th Air Force Historical Society at the Diplomat Hotel in Hollywood FL. Oct. ‘
15th thru the 18th. A short poolside AFEES meeting was held in the afternoon |
of Saturday October 17th. Those present were briefed on the activities of

AFEES since our Atlanta meeting and the plans for our San Antonio meeting.

A good time was had by all at the best ever 8th Air Force Reunion. Unfortu-
nately when the Davids returned home they found a first floor full of water |
as the result of a broken water pipe.

IT IS WITH SADNESS THAT WE REPORT THE DEATH OF TWO HELPERS IN 1986

MADAME LEBERVET of St Quay Portriux Brittany France.

Mme LeBervet was a member of Reseau Shelburne who sheltered and fed a number
of American airmen during the early part of 1944. A number of our members
will remember Mme LeBervet and her daughter Marcelle and granddaughter
Christelle from the 1976 visit to the U.S.A. of the Shelburne group. News of
the death of Mme LeBervet was sent to us by her daughter who advised us that
her mother passed away peacefully on Tuesday September 16th.

MARIETTE HENDRICKS of Belgium and the Comete Line

Mariette Hendricks was a member of the Comete group in attendance at our
annual meeting in Atlanta, she was also present when we dedicated our AFEES
plaque at the Air Museum in Dayton Ohio in 1981. She was one of our Comete
hosts when we visited Brussels in 1983. The details of her death are not

known to us at this time but she was not well during the Comete tour of the
U.S.A. in May 1986. We will miss her at future AFREES and RAFES meetings.

(4)



ALBERT GUERISSE, alias PAT O"LEARY

The story about Major General Albert
Guerisse alias Pat O"Leary was trans-
lated from an article printed in "Le
Soir",a Brussels newspaper, dated Oct.-
8, 1986. Translation by Ralph Patton
Opposite page headlines read "Once upon
a time"....
Albert Guerisse:
our house

The spy who came from

®LLIS ISLAND MEDAL AWARDED TO HELPERS

On Monday October 27th The Ellis Island
Medal of Honor was awarded to Dr Gabriel
Nahas and Mirielle Rostad former members
of the French and Belgian Undergrounds
now living in the United States.

U.S.A. Today carried the following in-
formation about these awardees.

Mirielle Rostad, 62, Houston Minn: A
neurosurgical-urology nurse, she trained
as a medic with the underground in Bel-
gium and France during World War IL.
After the Nazi defeat she worked for the
U.S. Army in Germany. Rostad came to the
USA under War Brides Act.

Gabriel Nahas, 66 New York City: pro-
fessor of anesthesiology at Columbia
University. Consultant to United Na-
tions Commission on Narcetics. Got the
USA's highest civilian award for role in
underground during World War II.

Mme Rostad is unknown to AFEES but we
would be very much interested in locat-
ing her and learning more about her un-
derground activities and whether she
helped American airmen.

Dr Nahas is well known to AFEES having
attended our New York dinner for members
of the Comete Line in 1974. He was one
of the leaders of the Dutch Paris Net-
work. Operating out of Toulouse France
he organized escape lines over the
Pyrennes Mountains.

Congratulations to these deserving re-
cipients of the Ellis Island Medal.

(3)

COMETE ANNUAL MEETING OCT, 18 & 19

Your president received the following
greeting from members of the RAFES and
the Comete Line who were having their
annual Memorial Weekend in Brussels.
"A11l the members of the Comete Line
send their warmest wishes to you and
to all the members of the American
Escape & Evasion Society.

Good luck to you all in 1987.
The card was signed by 15 members of
Comete and the RAFES.This was a very

warm gesture by our Belgian & English
friends.

LESLIE ATKINSON

After an operation and a very slow

recovery encompassing most of 1986 our

good friend Leslie Atkinson now seems
to be on the road to recovery. He
writes like his old self and is dis-
cussing plans to come to our San Anton-
io meeting. We look forward to seeing
Leslie and Renee in the United States.
In addition to being our representative
in Europe, Leslie is one of the organ-
izers of AFEES and a bonafide Helper

of U.S. Airmen. AFEES was not the same
while Leslie was ill, welcome back.

RAYMOND LABROSSE

R4y LaBrosse, a good friend of AFEES
since our first meeting in Buffalo
in 1964, recently underwent surgery
for &« very serious liver ailment.

He is recovering at his home in
Ottawa and the prognosis 1is good.

ANNE_BRUSSELMANS

We call the attention to all
Americans to an article concerning
Anne on page 10. New York Represent-
ative Mario Biaggi (D) has introduce
a Bill in the present Congress con-
cerning Madame Brusselmans. This Bil
has now been given a number, HR-440.
You are urged to write your Congress
man and request his support of this
Bill. It is possible that you will
want to send a copy of this article
to your Eepresentative.



Dites, une fois...

Albert Guérisse : 'espion
qui venait de chez nous

L

Hush, the walls have ears! Who does not know this celebrated slogan which imposed the law ofl silence
during the war. Albert Guerisse, alias Pat O'Leary or Adolple Cartier, had lived up to the letter of
this regulation of gold. Because this Brussels military doctor, born at Molenbeek of Ardennes parents,
and living today at Ixelles, became & spy of her majesty the Queen of England.

His life has resembled a Roman adventure with one significant difference, his adventures were not
imaginary. Thanke to him, hundreds of Allied Aviators, shot down over France were able tc escape
during the second World War.

It all started at the end of the 16 day war the 28th of May 1940. The 1st Lancers encamped at Spa,
to which Albert Guerisse was attached, was anilated at Passendele and forced to lay down their arms.
But this 29 year old military doctor decided , with some others, that he was not built te be a pris-
oner. He was. going to continue the war, his war.

By an incredible detour via London and Brest he reached Gibralter. He knew a French officer in comm-
and of the ship Rhin-~ whose crew was divided between followers of Petain and Pro resistants. One
night Guerisse, while on guard duty, acting with the Commander succeeded in subduing & mutiny of the
Patain followers, The Rhin from that time on flew the -British flag and became a CU ship (a sort of
apy boat) destined far the secret war. Albert Guerisse had made the great leap, he had become a
spy of her Majesty. : ‘ :

PAT O'LEARY, EVADER . )

Promoted to captain of a British frigate and effectively with the secret service he abandoned his
Belgian identity to become Patrick O'Leary. Under the guise of a French Canadian born in Quebec,

he justified his bad English. Until March 1941 he attended espionage school. He was introduced to

the sea. profession during the course of missione of convoying merchant ships. Then came the great
mission, ultra secret, which he conducted in the gulf of Lyon. It was to pick up scme Polish Officers.

But there wes a storm at sea and the expedition ran aground. Pat O'Leary was arrested and sent to an
intermement camp under guard near Marseille. Like the other British Officers he was a prisoner on
parol (under promise that he would not escape). This gave him certain freedoms. However after some
weeks he advised the commander of the fort "I retract my parol" In short he very simply expressed
his intentlon to escape.

As & result he constantly had a guard at his heels. It didn't matter, he staged an improbable escape.
He would stir up a massive exgape of all of the priscners during which O"Leary would escape from the
opposite eide. D day arrived and the miracle was underway. But scarcely had he gone outside of the
walls when an armed guard saw him and followed him racing through the streets. Exhausted, Pat dove
into a dark building and lasnded on a table where he found himself face to face with a nun.

The sisters hid him in a trunk in the attic. Nat for long because a systematic search had been
organized. The sister superior therefore conducted our spy to an underground passage that let to a
vinyard. And here is Pat, crawling among the vines, half hidden under the skirt of the sister sup-
erior, finally he reached the woods; he was saved. With his false papers he returned to Marseille
and from there on called himseld Adolphe Cartier.

ADOLPHE SHOULD STAY
At that time he met an English doctor, Ian Garrow who proposed that Pat work with him to help shot down

Allied aviators eacape., He sent a message to London; some days later he received a response via the
BBC. '"Adolphe doit rester" I repeat "Adolphe doit rester". (Adolphe should stay)

And Adolphe stayed. At the end of 1941 Ian Garrow was arrested and Albert Guerisse alone directed
this sscape network, He organized & maritime operations and thus some hundreds of aviators were
evacuated by sea. He discovered a traitor in his organization and he made possible the escape of
Ian Garrow who had been cendemned to 20 years in prison. When he made contact with one of his men
in a cafe the barrel of a revolver was pointed against the nape of his neck. He was arrested as =
result of being denounced.

Imnprisoned after his arrest by the Gestapo he entered into that which he called "his third life".
That of the concentration camps. Sent to Mauthausan, then to Natzweyler, and finally to Dachau,
But his true ldentity was never discovered, to the Germans he was always Pat O"Leary, British.

April 1945 he was freed by the Americans but his fantastic adventure did not stop there. Shortly
thereafter there was the Korean War, a terrible war. The Belgian expeditionary Corps had practically
no doctora therefore he did not hesitate for a moment and for 13 months he served the Commandant of
Health Services in Korea and became & Major Genersal.

Since that time Albert Guerisse has taken his retirement. He estimates that with his retirement he
has had more chancesthan other spys to salute those who did not work in the field and were uninformed
as to the results of their formidable work. He salutes also those who had risked their lives in
spontaneously sheltering and tracking down British aviators.

Albert Guerisse received the title of Count after having been honored several months ago by King
Baudouin. The Queen of England had not wgited so long, she had made him a Chevalier seven years apo.

-
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